SENATE BILL No. 592

Introduced by Senator Aanestad

February 18, 2005

An act to add Article 7.6 (commencing with Section 4128) to
Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, relating
to pharmacy technicians.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 592, as introduced, Aanestad. Acute care hospitals: inpatient
pharmacy technician services.

Existing law, the Pharmacy Law, provides for the regulation of the
practice of pharmacy by the California State Board of Pharmacy, in
the Department of Consumer Affairs. Existing law authorizes a
registered pharmacy technician to assist in the performance of
pharmacy related duties under the supervision of a licensed
pharmacist. A violation of the Pharmacy Law is a crime.

This bill would authorize a general acute care hospital to implement
a program utilizing specially trained pharmacy technicians to check
the work of other pharmacy technicians in connection with the filling
of floor and ward stock and unit dose distribution systems for certain
patients, if specified requirements are met.

Because a failure to meet the training requirements in this bill would
be a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 7.6 (commencing with Section 4128) is
added to Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions
Code, to read:

Article 7.6. Inpatient Pharmacy Technician Services

4128. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or
any other provision of law, a general acute care hospital, as
defined in subdivision (a) of Section 1250 of the Health and
Safety Code, may implement and operate a program utilizing
specially trained pharmacy technicians to check the work of other
pharmacy technicians in connection with the filling of floor and
ward stock and unit dose distribution systems for patients
admitted to the hospital whose orders have previously been
reviewed by a licensed pharmacist. A hospital implementing and
operating a program pursuant to this section shall meet all of the
following requirements:

(a) The hospital shall conduct a special training program for
technicians who perform the checking function that provides the
technicians with the same training that a pharmacist would be
provided with under paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section
4052.

(b) The hospital shall conduct a continuous quality
improvement program.

(c) The hospital shall establish and maintain a program
utilizing pharmacists to provide clinical services, as described in
Section 4052.

(d) The hospital shall have a current, nonprovisional,
nonconditional accreditation from the Joint Commission on the
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations or another nationally
recognized accrediting organization.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the
penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
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1 crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
2 California Constitution.
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